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Article H. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 1 
Chapter 1. General Provisions. 2 
Sec. 6-1201. Title of Article. 3 
 4 
 This Article shall be known and may be cited as “The Alcoholic Beverage 5 
Ordinance of 2015.” 6 
 7 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1201) 8 
 9 
Sec. 6-1202. Privilege, Not a Right. 10 
 11 
 Nothing in this Article shall be construed as giving a person a right to sell or 12 
otherwise deal in alcoholic beverages.  Manufacture, distribution and sale of alcoholic 13 
beverages are declared to be privileges in the City of Savannah, not rights. 14 
 15 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1202) 16 
 17 
Sec. 6-1203. Purpose; Intent.   18 
 19 
 This article is enacted for purposes of establishing reasonable and ascertainable 20 
standards for the regulation and control of alcoholic beverages in a manner designed to 21 
promote the health, safety and general welfare of the community, while giving effect to 22 
zoning and land use plans, preserving residential areas with reasonable consideration 23 
for their character and with the general intent of promoting desirable living conditions 24 
and sustaining the stability of neighborhoods and property values.   25 
 26 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1203) 27 
 28 
Sec. 6-1204. Definitions; General Provisions. 29 
 30 
 As used in this Article: 31 
 32 
 (a) “Ancillary retail package store” means a Class E license holder and refers 33 
to an establishment that: 34 
 35 

(1) Engages in the retail sale of malt beverages or wine in unbroken 36 
packages, not for consumption on the premises; and 37 

 38 
(2) Derives from such retail sale of malt beverages or wine in unbroken 39 

packages less than 75 percent of its total annual gross sales. 40 
 41 
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An ancillary retail package store is prohibited from distributing, dispensing or selling 42 
bottled distilled spirits. 43 

 44 
 (b) “City Council; Council” means The Mayor and Alderman of the City of 45 
Savannah in council assembled, the legislative body of the City. 46 
 47 
 (c) “City of Savannah” or City” means The Mayor and Alderman of the City of 48 
Savannah, a municipal corporation of the State of Georgia: such definition to include all 49 
geographical area within the corporate limits of the City of Savannah, to include any and 50 
all areas annexed following adoption of this Article. 51 
 52 
 (d) “Complimentary service” means a Class G license holder and refers to the 53 
gratis provision of malt beverages or wine to patrons upon the premises pursuant to 54 
such license.  No other alcoholic beverages may be provided gratis.  Complimentary 55 
service of malt beverages shall be limited to individual pours of no greater than 8 fluid 56 
ounces.  Complimentary service of wine shall be limited to individual pours of no greater 57 
than 6 fluid ounces.  Complimentary service may not be provided on Sunday between 58 
2:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. 59 
 60 
 (e) “Event venue” means a location that is only open to the public for artistic 61 
presentations, live or recorded musical presentations, theatrical performances, films or 62 
other similar expressive events of a limited duration.    An event venue shall not be open 63 
on a daily basis for events, shall not have a permanent bar and shall only be authorized 64 
to sell alcoholic beverages beginning one hour before the scheduled event and no later 65 
than one hour after the conclusion of the event.  Event venues may not sell, serve or 66 
dispense alcohol on Sunday between 2:00 a.m. and 11:59 p.m. 67 
 68 
 (f) “Licensee” means the person to whom a license is issued. 69 
 70 
 (g) “Live entertainment” means a vocal or instrumental performance by a 71 
natural person(s) who is physically present in the establishment while delivering the 72 
performance and specifically excludes karaoke performances. 73 
 74 
 (h) “Manager” means a natural person, over the age of 21, who has 75 
responsibility for day-to-day management of the operations, including sale of alcoholic 76 
beverages, at the location to be licensed or supervision of management of the 77 
operations, including sale of alcoholic beverages, at the location to be licensed and who 78 
is the owner or a full-time employee of the corporation, partnership, proprietor or other 79 
ownership entity.  Such person shall actively operate the licensee’s business on a day-80 



3 
 

to-day basis and reside within a 50-mile radius of the establishment for which said 81 
individual is responsible for day-to-day management of the licensee’s operations. 82 
 83 
 (i) “Occupant load” means the maximum number of people allowed in an 84 
establishment pursuant to the Life Safety Code or any other fire prevention based-code, 85 
as may, from time-to-time, be amended and adopted by City Council.  86 
 87 
 (j) “Premises” includes the entire space or area owned, leased and/or 88 
controlled by a licensee and used for the purpose of operating under the license, 89 
including but not limited to all rooms wherein alcoholic beverages are sold, furnished, 90 
served or consumed, except when such room is located in a hotel, motel, inn or similar 91 
facility.  Premises may include adjoining patios, decks, porches or, where applicable, 92 
permitted sidewalk cafes.  A floor plan for each licensed premises must be submitted 93 
with each application for a license under this Article. 94 
 95 
 (k) “Retail dealer” means a Class C license holder and refers to any person 96 
who sells alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises at retail only to 97 
consumers and not for resale.   98 
 99 
 (l) “Retail package store” means a Class D license holder and refers to a 100 
retail business establishment: 101 
 102 

(1) Primarily engaged in the retail sale of distilled spirits, malt 103 
beverages or wine in unbroken packages, not for consumption on 104 
the premises, except as authorized by Title 3 of the Official Code of 105 
Georgia Annotated, as amended; and 106 

 107 
(2) Which derives from such retail sale of alcoholic beverages in 108 

unbroken packages, at least 75 percent of its total annual gross 109 
sales. 110 

 111 
 (m) “Sample” means the gratis provision by a retail package store or ancillary 112 
retail package store of a one ounce or less portion of wine or malt beverage to a person 113 
over the age of 21. 114 
  115 
 (n) “Underage permit” means a Class I license holder and refers to a permit 116 
issued to a licensed retail dealer which enables such establishment to allow persons 117 
between the ages of 18 and 21 to enter the premises to attend live entertainment 118 
performances.  119 
 120 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1204) 121 
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Chapter 2. Alcoholic Beverage Licensing. 122 
Sec. 6-1205. License Required. 123 
 124 
 (a) No malt beverage, wine, distilled spirits or any other alcoholic beverage 125 
may be sold, dispensed or manufactured in the City except upon obtaining a license 126 
issued pursuant to the terms of this Article by the office of the Revenue Director for the 127 
City of Savannah. 128 
 129 
 (b) The requirements of this Article shall be in addition to any other 130 
requirements for business tax certificates under this Code and if other provisions of this 131 
Code conflict with this Article, then this Article shall control. 132 
 133 
 (c) The following licenses, or any combination thereof, may be issued 134 
pursuant to this Article; provided, however, that such combination is not prohibited by 135 
Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, the regulations issued pursuant 136 
thereto, as amended, or any other applicable law to which this Article is subject: 137 
 138 
 139 

LICENSE 
CLASS 

APPLICANT 
CLASSIFICATION 

 

DISTILLED 
SPIRITS 

MALT 
BEVERAGE 

WINE 

A Licensed Alcohol 
Caterer 

1 

(A1 is 
incompatible with 
Class E, F and G 
uses) 

2 

(A2 is 
incompatible with 
Class E, F and G 
uses) 

3 

(A3 is 
incompatible with 
Class E, F and G 
uses) 

B Manufacturer 
(Brewer = B2) 

1 2 3 

C Retail Dealer (on- 
premises 
consumption) 

1 2 3 

D Retail Package  
Store (off- 
premises 
consumption) 

1 

(B1, C1 and D1 
are incompatible 
uses) 

2 

(C2 and D2 are 
incompatible uses) 

3 

E Ancillary Retail X 2 3 
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Package Store (ineligible use)  

F Wholesaler 1 2 3 

G Complimentary 
service 

X 

(ineligible use) 

2 3 

H Samples X 2 3 

I Underage Permit -------------------- --------------------- ------------------- 

 (Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1205) 140 
 141 
Sec. 6-1206. Application for License; Applicant; Contents of Application. 142 
 143 
 (a) Application for license.  It shall be unlawful to manufacture, distribute, sell, 144 
dispense or offer to sell any alcoholic beverage without first applying for and obtaining a 145 
license to do so from the City Council.  A person applying for a license to manufacture, 146 
distribute, sell, dispense or offer alcoholic beverages shall obtain separate licenses, 147 
consistent with the provisions of Section 6-1205, for each premises.  No license may be 148 
transferred without the approval of the City of Savannah. 149 
 150 
 (b) The applicant.  An applicant for a license to manufacture, distribute, 151 
dispense or sell alcoholic beverages within the corporate limits of the City of Savannah 152 
shall be a citizen or resident alien of the United States.  Each person applying for a 153 
license under this Article shall designate a manager in compliance with the 154 
requirements set forth herein at Sec. 6-1204(h).   155 
 156 
 (c) Contents of application; contents to be furnished under oath.  An 157 
application containing information as specified by the City of Savannah shall be 158 
completed and filed with the office of the Revenue Director by each applicant for a 159 
license, or any combination of licenses, to conduct any business involving the 160 
manufacture, distribution, dispensation or sale of alcoholic beverages within the City. 161 
The contents of such form shall include intended license class/applicant classification 162 
code, date of filing, business location, information concerning the applicant and 163 
his/her/its background, proof of financial responsibility and all other related information 164 
as may be deemed necessary by the City of Savannah. All applications for an alcoholic 165 
beverage license shall be given under oath and in the presence of an attesting officer, 166 
duly authorized by law to administer oaths.      167 
 168 
 (d) Additional material that must accompany an application. 169 
 170 
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  (1) An application for alcoholic beverage license shall include payment  171 
   of all applicable licensing fees, as set forth in the annual Revenue  172 
   Ordinance. 173 
 174 
  (2) Proof of Financial Responsibility- Dram Shop Insurance.    175 
   Applicants seeking a Class A or C alcoholic beverage license, shall  176 
   file with their application a certificate of liquor liability insurance  177 
   (dram  shop), in effect for the license period and issued by an  178 
   insurer required to be licensed pursuant to state law, providing an  179 
   annual aggregate policy limit for dram shop insurance of not less  180 
   than $1,000,000 per policy year.  A thirty-day notice of cancellation  181 
   in favor of the City must be endorsed to the policy and attached to  182 
   the certificate. 183 
 184 
  (3) Proof of Financial Responsibility- General Liability Insurance.   185 
   Applicants seeking a Class A, B (to the extent the applicant offers  186 
   or intends to offer tastings), C, D, E, G or H alcoholic beverage  187 
   license, shall file with their application a certificate of liability   188 
   insurance, in effect for the license period and issued by an insurer  189 
   required to be licensed pursuant to state law, providing at least  190 
   $1,000,000 in commercial general liability insurance coverage.  A  191 
   thirty-day notice of cancellation in favor of the City must be   192 
   endorsed to the policy and attached to the certificate. 193 
 194 
  (4) Public Safety Plan.  Class C licensees that operate or intend to  195 
   operate establishments where persons under the age of 21 are not  196 
   permitted and Class I licensees shall prepare and submit with  197 
   their application a written public safety plan, which shall be subject  198 
   to the approval of the Chief of the Savannah-Chatham Metropolitan 199 
   Police Department or his/her designee prior to the issuance of any  200 
   alcoholic beverage license.  A public safety plan shall include the  201 
   following: 202 
 203 
   (A) Identification of the days and hours of operation; 204 
 205 
   (B) Specific measures and procedures to address crowd   206 
    management, both within and outside the premises; 207 
 208 
   (C) Identification of any parking areas either owned or controlled 209 
    by the licensee; 210 
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   (D) Means of controlling access to the premises and parking  211 
    areas; 212 
 213 
   (E) Security staffing; 214 
 215 
   (F) Specific measures and procedures to combat underage  216 
    consumption of alcoholic beverages; 217 
 218 
   (G) Specific measures and procedures to combat the risk of fire;  219 
    and 220 
 221 
   (H) Discussion of matters related to managing emergencies,  222 
    including fire, evacuation tactics, assignment of specific  223 
    emergency management duties to particular personnel,  224 
    coordination with public safety officers and emergency  225 
    medical matters. 226 
 227 
   (I) Where applicable, discussion of measures the licensee will  228 
    undertake to visibly distinguish between patrons under and  229 
    over the age of 21.  230 
 231 
A licensee may be required to revise and resubmit its public safety plan, to include 232 
implementation of additional public safety measures, to include, without limitation, the 233 
installation of security cameras, where it appears that the operation of the licensee’s 234 
business has resulted in an extraordinary expenditure of public safety resources.  The 235 
failure of a licensee or its employees, agents and servants to adhere to the terms and 236 
conditions of an approved public safety plan shall constitute a violation of this Chapter, 237 
in addition to any other applicable statute, ordinance or regulation, and subject the 238 
licensee to the penalty provisions set forth in Section 6-1220, as amended. 239 
     240 
 (e) Nothing contained in this Article shall prohibit the sale of alcoholic 241 
beverages by a grocery store licensed for the retail sale of only wine and malt 242 
beverages for consumption off premises within 100 yards of a college campus.  As used 243 
herein, “”grocery store” means a retail establishment which has at least 85 percent of its 244 
total retail floor space reserved for the sale of food and other nonalcoholic items, 245 
conducts all of its sales inside the building containing its retail floor space and otherwise 246 
meets the criteria for obtaining an alcoholic beverage license. 247 
 248 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1206) 249 
 250 
 251 
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Sec. 6-1207. Alcoholic Beverage License Determinations. 252 
  253 
 (a) The City Council, in determining whether or not to grant, renew, transfer or 254 
issue a license, may, in the interest of public safety and welfare, and in addition to all 255 
other provisions of this Article, consider the following: 256 
 257 
  (1) Whether the applicant previously held or currently holds a license  258 
   under this Article or any previous related ordinance, or the   259 
   designated manager previously managed a licensed establishment,  260 
   and, if so, the experience of the City, including City Council, with  261 
   such licensee or manager, including but not limited to their   262 
   compliance with applicable laws and regulations; 263 
 264 
  (2) If the owner, the applicant, the designated manager or any other  265 
   person associated with the business has conducted previous  266 
   business activities, the manner in which the previous business  267 
   activities were conducted with regard to considerations of public  268 
   safety, fire safety and compliance with the Fire Code; 269 
 270 
  (3) The location for which the license is sought, as to traffic congestion, 271 
   general character of the neighborhood, and the effect such an  272 
   establishment would have on the adjacent and surrounding   273 
   property values; 274 
 275 
  (4) The number of licenses already granted for similar businesses in  276 
   the trading area of the place for which the license is sought; 277 
 278 
  (5) If the applicant is a person whose license issued under the police  279 
   powers of any governing authority was previously suspended or  280 
   revoked; 281 
 282 
  (6) The denial of an application or the revocation of a license which  283 
   was based on the qualifications of the proposed location; 284 
 285 
  (7) Evidence that a substantial number of incidents requiring police  286 
   intervention have occurred within an area reasonably attributable to 287 
   the premises during the 12 months immediately preceding the date  288 
   of the application; 289 
 290 
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  (8) The applicant or licensee is not compliant with all matters bearing  291 
   upon the conduct of any business ventures within the City,   292 
   including, but not limited to, permitting, taxes, licenses and fees; or 293 
 294 
  (9) Evidence that the type and number of schools, religious institutions, 295 
   libraries, public recreation areas or other circumstances in the  296 
   vicinity of the premises cause minors to frequent the immediate  297 
   area, even though there is compliance with the minimum distances  298 
   as provided by state law. 299 
 300 
 (b)   The City Council may consider in denying, suspending, revoking or 301 
refusing to renew any alcoholic beverage license one or more of the following: 302 
 303 
  (1) The violation by the applicant, manager, licensee or licensee’s  304 
   employees of any state or federal law or regulation or any provision 305 
   of this Code or other municipal ordinance, at any time adopted,  306 
   relating to the sale, use, possession or distribution of drugs or  307 
   alcoholic beverages while on or about the licensed premises; 308 
 309 
  (2) The failure of the applicant or licensee to pay required fees and  310 
   taxes; 311 
 312 
  (3) The failure of the applicant or licensee to provide required valid  313 
   information, documents and the like; 314 
 315 
  (4) The submission of false or misleading information, or the omission  316 
   of required information, in the application or attached documents; 317 
 318 
  (5) Residency of the manager beyond the 50-mile radius surrounding  319 
   the concerned establishment; 320 
 321 
  (6) A prior conviction or plea of nolo contendere of the owner, applicant 322 
   or designated manager of any felony during the ten years   323 
   immediately prior to the filing of the application or a prior conviction  324 
   or plea of nolo contendere of the applicant or designated manager  325 
   of two or more misdemeanors or any state or of the United States  326 
   or any municipal ordinance, except traffic violations, within the two  327 
   years immediately prior to the filing of the application; 328 
 329 
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  (7) The failure of the licensee or its employees promptly to report any  330 
   violation of law or this Article, or other applicable law, including any  331 
   breach of the peace or altercation occurring in or adjacent to the  332 
   licensee’s premises; 333 
 334 
  (8) The failure of the licensee or its employees to cooperate with law  335 
   enforcement personnel, as provided in this Article; 336 
 337 
  (9) The operation of the licensee’s business in such a manner as to  338 
   constitute a threat to public safety, welfare or health or in such a  339 
   manner as to constitute a public nuisance or the operation of a  340 
   licensed business where violation of federal, state or local laws  341 
   frequently or regularly occur; or 342 
   343 
  (10) The revocation or suspension by the State of Georgia of any state  344 
   license to sell any alcoholic beverage shall result in the automatic  345 
   revocation of the license issued under this Article without any action 346 
   by the City, including any bureau or employee thereof. 347 
 348 
 (c) No license shall be issued under this Article to a person where the 349 
premises for which a license is sought does not meet the requirements of all state, 350 
county and city laws, ordinances and regulations which apply to said premises, 351 
including, but not limited to building, zoning fire and sanitation codes. 352 
 353 
 (d) Notice and hearing; due process.  No alcoholic beverage license may be 354 
revoked, suspended, subject to refusal of renewal or transfer prohibited without notice 355 
and an opportunity for a hearing as provided herein: 356 
 357 
  (1) Such hearing shall only occur following written notice to and   358 
   advising the applicant or the license holder of the grounds therefor;  359 
   the date, time and place of the hearing; and advising the applicant  360 
   of the opportunity to appear, to present evidence, and be   361 
   represented by counsel; and 362 
 363 
  (2) Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City Manager, whether   364 
   personally or by designee, may temporarily suspend any license  365 
   provided for in this Article for any reasons stated in this Section  366 
   pending a hearing and action by the City Council. 367 
 368 
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 (e) Waiting periods.  When any license is revoked as provided under this 369 
article, no further license shall be issued to such license holder for a period of six 370 
months from the date of revocation; and if there has been a prior revocation at the 371 
location within the preceding 24 months, no further license shall be issued to any 372 
person, firm or corporation at such location for a period of six months from the date of 373 
revocation. 374 
 375 
(ord. of __-..-2015, § 6-1207) 376 
 377 
Sec. 6-1208. Advertisement of License Application; Erection of Sign. 378 
 379 
 After application is submitted to the City for a license to manufacture, distribute, 380 
dispense or sell alcoholic beverages, the applicant shall pay the fee in force at such 381 
time for the cost of obtaining a sign, which shall be placed on the premises for which the 382 
applicant is requesting the issuance of a license.  The sign shall have a minimum size of 383 
28 square inches, with both language preprinted on it and information inserted pertinent 384 
to the license for which application has been made.  The sign shall specify the nature of 385 
the license being requested, that the application applies to the premises on which it is 386 
posted and any other information specified by the City.  The sign shall be posted on the 387 
premises in a conspicuous place which is observable by pedestrian and vehicle traffic 388 
passing such location for at least fourteen days and shall not be removed until the 389 
applicant receives a license to manufacture, distribute, dispense or sell alcoholic 390 
beverages within the corporate limits of the City of Savannah. 391 
 392 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1208) 393 
 394 
Chapter 3.  Conditions of Operation Pursuant to Alcoholic Beverage License. 395 
Sec. 6-1209 License Conditions and Restrictions. 396 
 397 
 (a) No person may either in his own right or as an associate of or through any 398 
company or agency own at any time more than two retail package store licenses. 399 
 400 
 (b) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, offer for sale or keep for sale in a 401 
place of business any alcoholic beverage when such person or establishment has not 402 
been licensed to manufacture, distribute or sell under this Article. 403 
 404 
 (c) Any person possessing a retail dealer license shall establish a procedure 405 
for monitoring the number of people in the establishment and shall be in continuous 406 
compliance with the occupancy limit as shown on the certificate of occupancy for the 407 
premises. 408 
 409 
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 (d) Any person possessing a retail dealer license shall at all times while open 410 
to the public keep restrooms open and operating in sufficient numbers to accommodate 411 
the needs of its customers.  Such establishment shall be in continuous compliance with 412 
city building, plumbing and life safety code requirements regarding public restrooms.   413 
 414 
 (e) It shall be the responsibility of a retail dealer to employ crowd 415 
management techniques to assure that patrons are adequately disbursed throughout 416 
the establishment in compliance with the occupant load of the specific area or areas of 417 
the establishment. 418 
 419 
 (f) It shall be the responsibility of all retail dealers to see that the occupant 420 
load is not exceeded. 421 
 422 
 (g) To the extent patrons may assemble outside the licensed premises 423 
awaiting entry or upon exiting, it shall be the responsibility of a retail dealer to see that 424 
those patrons are not blocking the sidewalk, street, public ways or entrances to other 425 
establishments. 426 
 427 
 (h) It shall be the responsibility of any retail dealer to routinely monitor all on-428 
site and off-site areas associated with the licensed premises to prevent such areas from 429 
becoming outdoor gathering places.  It shall be the responsibility of retail dealer 430 
personnel to clear all on and off-site areas associated with the licensed premises within 431 
thirty minutes of closing. 432 
 433 
 (i) To the extent utilized by a retail dealer, all security personnel shall be 434 
readily and uniformly identifiable by such means as a badge or other form of 435 
identification to assist patrons and public safety officers.  All security personnel shall 436 
review and have a firm working knowledge of the public safety plan pertaining to the 437 
applicable premises. 438 
 439 
 (j) It shall be the responsibility of retail dealer personnel to assist persons in 440 
entering and leaving the establishment in an orderly manner.  In the event any person is 441 
disorderly or otherwise is engaged in illegal conduct, personnel shall contact law 442 
enforcement. 443 
 444 
 (k) The licensed premises, including the sidewalks and adjacent public ways, 445 
shall be kept clean and fee of litter or trash, and such premises shall be and remain in 446 
full compliance with all requirements of the city inspections department. 447 
 448 



13 
 

 (l) Those establishments required to submit a public safety plan shall conduct 449 
business pursuant to the terms of the plan submitted to the City and shall timely furnish, 450 
in no event more than thirty days thereafter, in writing, material changes to the plan to 451 
the Revenue Director with a contemporaneous copy to the Chief of SCMPD or his/her 452 
designee. 453 
 454 
 (m) Posting of licenses, occupant load certificate, etc., required.  Any person 455 
licensed to manufacture, distribute, dispense or sell alcoholic beverages within the City 456 
of Savannah shall post together, or as otherwise directed by a City official, in a 457 
conspicuous place in clear public view: 458 
 459 

(1) The alcoholic beverage license issued for the premises by the City 460 
of Savannah, and all other related permits, if any; 461 

 462 
(2) All other licenses/business tax certificates required for the 463 

premises; 464 
 465 

(3) An alcoholic beverage license for the premises issued by the State 466 
of Georgia; 467 

  468 
(4) An Occupant Load Certificate issued by Savannah Fire and 469 

Emergency Services showing the maximum number of persons 470 
who may occupy the premises at any one time; and 471 

 472 
(5) Any certificate of inspection and approval as may be required by 473 

the Chatham County Health Department. 474 
 475 
 (Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1209) 476 
 477 
Sec. 6-1210. Open to Inspection; Cooperation with Law Enforcement. 478 
 479 
 (a) A licensee shall at all times, during the period allowable by law for 480 
operation of the business, be open to inspection by any officer of the Savannah-481 
Chatham Metropolitan Police Department, Savannah Fire and Emergency Services, 482 
licensing inspector of the City or any designee of the office of the Director of Revenue or 483 
City Manager.   484 
 485 
 (b)   No licensee, or employee, agent or servant of a licensee, shall refuse or 486 
fail to cooperate with any law enforcement officer in the performance of such officer’s 487 
duties to enforce this Article or any provision of federal, state or local law.  The duty to 488 
cooperate shall include providing, without hindrance or delay, access to the licensed 489 
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premises, access to its records and materials relating to the sale or purchase of 490 
alcoholic beverages and access to any other material that concerns or depicts conduct 491 
related to or emanating from the sale or dispensation of alcoholic beverages in and 492 
around the licensed premises. 493 
 494 
 (c) Every person possessing an alcoholic beverage license shall keep, during 495 
business hours, the ingress doors of the premises unlocked. 496 
 497 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1210) 498 
 499 
 500 
Sec. 6-1211.  Hours of Operation; Sunday Sales.  501 
 502 
 (a) Hours of sale and operation for retail dealers.  No Class B, C, G or H 503 
licensee may sell or dispense any alcoholic beverages between the hours of 2:55 a.m. 504 
Sunday and 7:00 a.m. Monday.  Nor may they sell or dispense any alcoholic beverages 505 
between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on other days.  All Class B, C, G and H 506 
licensees shall close no later than 2:55 a.m. on Sunday and shall not open before 7:00 507 
a.m. on Monday.  They shall also be closed between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 508 
a.m. on all other days.  However, when New Year’s Eve falls on Sunday, then Class B, 509 
C, G and H licensees may open and begin dispensing alcoholic beverages at 12:01 510 
a.m. on January 1st and shall cease dispensing alcoholic beverages and close at 3:30 511 
a.m. on January 1st.  No Class B, C, G or H licensee may sell alcohol on election days 512 
within 250 feet of any polling place or the outer edge of any building within which such 513 
polling place is established.  514 
 515 
 (b) Hours of sale for retail package stores and ancillary retail package stores.  516 
No Class D or E licensee may sell alcoholic beverages at any time on Thanksgiving Day 517 
or Christmas Day.  Class D licensees may not sell distilled spirits except between the 518 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 11:45 p.m. Monday through Saturday and between the hours of 519 
12:30 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. on Sundays.  Class D and E licensees may not sell malt 520 
beverages or wine between the hours of 11:45 p.m. Saturday and 12:30 p.m. Sunday or  521 
between the hours of 11:30 p.m. Sunday and 8:00 a.m. Monday. 522 
 523 
 (c) A Class C licensee may serve alcoholic beverages between the hours of 524 
12:30 p.m. Sunday and 2:00 a.m. Monday provided the licensee or applicant, as 525 
appropriate, complies with the following provisions, evidence of which shall be provided 526 
to the office of the Revenue Director by certification made under oath by a certified 527 
public accountant by a deadline to be specified by the Revenue Director: 528 
 529 
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(1) In the case of a current licensee filing an annual renewal, operation 530 
of an establishment where at least 50% of the total annual gross 531 
sales are derived from the sale of prepared meals or food during 532 
the previous calendar year.  533 

 534 
(2) In the case of a current licensee that does not possess a Sunday 535 

sales permit but intends to change its operational plan, when such 536 
planned operational change is, in good faith, intended and 537 
expected to result in at least 50% of total annual gross sales being 538 
derived from the sale of prepared meals or food,  such licensee 539 
shall submit no later than six months after receiving an interim 540 
Sunday sales permit a certification made under oath by a certified 541 
public accountant evidencing that at least 50% of the licensee’s 542 
total gross sales were derived from the sale of prepared meals or 543 
food during the interim Sunday sales permit period; 544 

 545 
(3) In the case of a new licensee, then the new licensee must, in good 546 

faith, intend and expect to derive at least 50% of its total annual 547 
gross sales from the sale of prepared meals or food.  Six months 548 
after receipt of a new Sunday sales permit, the new licensee shall 549 
submit a certification made under oath by a certified public 550 
accountant evidencing that at least 50% of the licensee’s total 551 
gross sales were derived from the sale of prepared meals or food 552 
during the initial Sunday sales permit period; 553 

 554 
(4) Possesses or has applied for a business tax certificate to operate a 555 

restaurant; and 556 
 557 

(5) Prepared meals or food will be served on the premises during the 558 
time in which the establishment is open to the public. 559 

 560 
(6) Failure to comply with the provisions of this section may result in 561 

revocation of the licensee’s Sunday sales permit. 562 
 563 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1211) 564 
 565 
Sec. 6-1212. Sale; Consumption Outside Licensed Premises. 566 
 567 
 (a) No Class B, C, G or H licensee may sell or permit the sale of alcoholic 568 
beverages except within the licensed premises under its exclusive custody and control.  569 
Any area not under the exclusive custody and control of such licensee shall not be 570 
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considered a part of the premises.  Alcoholic beverages may not be sold, served or 571 
delivered in, into or within such areas, unless a temporary event permit has been 572 
obtained. All Class B, C, G and H licensees shall be responsible for consumption and 573 
possession of alcoholic beverages by any person located on their premises.  574 
 575 
 (b) No detached bar, whether permanent or temporary, may be erected on a 576 
licensee’s premises within or on any outside area.   577 
 578 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1212) 579 
 580 
Sec. 6-1213.  Dispensing Alcohol to or by Persons in Motor Vehicles. 581 
  582 
 (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to dispense, furnish, or permit to be 583 
furnished any alcoholic beverage to any person situated within a motor vehicle, when 584 
such vehicle is parked or otherwise occupies space on any city street, alley, lane, 585 
parking lot or other roadway, except to make a delivery for subsequent consumption. 586 
 587 
 (b) It shall be unlawful for any person situated within a motor vehicle, when 588 
such vehicle is parked or otherwise occupies space on any city street, alley, lane, 589 
parking lot or other roadway to dispense, furnish, or permit to be furnished any alcoholic 590 
beverage to any person. 591 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1213) 592 
 593 
Sec. 6-1214. Consumption of Alcohol on City Streets. 594 
 595 
 (a) Except for the area and circumstances specified in subparagraphs (b) and 596 
(c) herein, it shall be unlawful for any person to possess an alcoholic beverage in an 597 
open container, either on their person, in a motor vehicle or otherwise on the streets, 598 
sidewalks, parks, squares or other public places within the City of Savannah. 599 
 600 
 (b) Within the area of the City bounded on the north by the city limits, on the 601 
west by the centerline of the Talmadge Memorial Bridge extended south on West 602 
Boundary Street to Jones Street , on the south by Jones Street extended east to the 603 
railroad track, and on the east by a line extending north along the centerline of the 604 
railroad track to the Savannah River east of the Marriott Hotel, then across the 605 
Savannah River to include all portions of Hutchinson Island that are within the city, the 606 
following regulations apply:  607 
 608 

(1) Any Class C licensee may sell one alcoholic beverage in a paper or 609 
plastic cup for removal from the premises; provided, however, that 610 
the alcoholic beverage is not placed in a can, bottle or other glass 611 
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container and, further provided, that the licensee may dispense no 612 
more than one alcoholic beverage per person, and no person shall 613 
remove more than one alcoholic beverage from the premises; 614 

 615 
(2) Any alcoholic beverage dispensed pursuant to this section shall not 616 

exceed 16 fluid ounces in size and no person shall possess an 617 
open container containing an alcoholic beverage in excess of 16 618 
fluid ounces on the streets, sidewalks, parks, squares or other 619 
public places within the area described in this section; 620 

 621 
  (3) Unless specifically provided otherwise by ordinance, the   622 
   regulations provided by this section shall be in full force and effect  623 
   during the Saint Patrick’s Day Festival and any other festival. 624 
 625 
 (c) Persons age 21 and over may possess alcoholic beverages as provided 626 
by subsection (b)(2) during events of a limited duration conducted within Forsyth Park 627 
sponsored either by the City or those for which a special event permit has been 628 
obtained from the Revenue Department.   629 
 630 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1214) 631 
 632 
 633 
Sec. 6-1215. Employee Regulations for Retail Dealers, Alcoholic Beverage Caterers 634 
and All Others Dispensing Alcohol for Consumption on Premises.  635 
 636 
 (a) Every Class A, C, G, and H licensee shall require all persons employed as 637 
managers, servers, bartenders, doorpersons, or any other employee, agent or 638 
subcontractor with the responsibility for handling, serving, mixing or dispensing alcoholic 639 
beverages to register and file an application for a server permit with the Revenue 640 
Department no later than three days after commencement of his/her employment.  The 641 
applicant for the permit shall pay a permit fee as provided for in the annual revenue 642 
ordinance or as specified in a contract between the City and a third party vendor. 643 
 644 
 (b) Each applicant shall be fingerprinted and submit an executed waiver 645 
permitting a criminal background check. Any person who has been convicted of a 646 
violation of any law, ordinance or regulation governing the sale of alcoholic beverages, 647 
a violent crime or possession of illegal drugs in the 36 months immediately preceding 648 
the date of the application shall be ineligible to receive a server permit. 649 
 650 
 (c) Each applicant shall attend server training which shall include, at a 651 
minimum, alcohol awareness training and other topics, as may from time-to-time be 652 
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identified by the City Manager or his/her designee.  Proof of completion of server 653 
training issued by the course-provider shall be submitted to the City prior to the 654 
issuance of a server permit. 655 
 656 
 (d) Upon submission of satisfactory evidence of eligibility, including 657 
successful completion of server training, a server permit may be issued.  The permit will 658 
expire two years from the date of issuance and shall be renewed no less than 30 days 659 
prior to expiration.   660 
 661 
 (e) Applicants for renewal shall follow the procedure outlined in this Section, 662 
including submitting to updated criminal background checks and providing proof of 663 
completion of server training issued by the course provider no more than sixty days 664 
prior to submission of an application for renewal. 665 
 666 
 (f) All licensees shall maintain on the licensed premises a register of all 667 
employees required to attend mandatory server training and required to obtain a 668 
manager or server permit along with a copy of the training certificate, copy of 669 
government issued photo identification and a copy of the manager or employee permit 670 
required for each employee.  Upon the request of an SCMPD officer, a City Deputy 671 
Marshal or any other City Code enforcement officer, the licensee or manager on duty 672 
must present a manifest indicating employees on duty required to hold a permit. 673 
 674 
 (g) The holder of an alcoholic beverage employee permit shall keep the same 675 
on their person at all times while working in any licensed premises and shall display the 676 
same upon the request of any police officer or code enforcement official of the City.  677 
Expired, suspended or revoked permits shall be confiscated upon presentation. 678 
 679 
 (h) The Revenue Department will maintain a registry and track the status of 680 
all permitted managers and employees required to obtain permits herein described. 681 
 682 
 (i) All licensees and all individuals holding employee permits shall report to 683 
the City Revenue Department any citation, conviction or administrative sanction 684 
imposed upon them by any court or governmental agency within ten days of the permit-685 
holder’s receipt of notification regarding the adjudication of the occurrence, incident or 686 
event giving rise to a citation. 687 
  688 
 (j) Any holder of an alcoholic beverage server permit who is cited for a 689 
violation of this chapter or any state law governing dispensation of alcohol and who 690 
either enters a plea of guilty or nolo contendre or is convicted of such violation shall be 691 
subject to sanction to include revocation or suspension of his/her permit. 692 
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  (1) Permit holders cited for violations as described in this section  693 
   shall be subject to the penalties of Section 6-1220. 694 
 695 
  (2) Cause for suspension or revocation of a permit shall be as follows: 696 
 697 
   (A) Violation of any city ordinance or state law governing the  698 
    dispensation of alcoholic beverages; 699 
 700 
   (B) Criminal offenses, arrests or convictions as described in  701 
    Section 6-1215(b; 702 
 703 
   (C) Any material false statement or omission relating to any  704 
    alcoholic beverage manager or employee permit issued,  705 
    including but not limited to any material false statement,  706 
    omission or misrepresentation on any permit application. 707 
 708 
 (Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1215) 709 
 710 
Chapter 4. Specific Provisions Related to Malt Beverages. 711 
Sec. 6-1216. Home Brew Special Events. 712 
 713 
 (a) “Home brew special event” means an organized event that consists of a  714 
contest, tasting, judging or other similar such competitive event that is not open to the 715 
general public that occurs at locations which do not constitute premises under this 716 
Article and where malt beverages that have been manufactured in a private residence 717 
are consumed only by participants in and individually designated judges of such events. 718 
 719 
 (b) Malt beverages brewed in a person’s private residence may be removed 720 
from such residence, in a quantity not to exceed 25 gallons and otherwise provided 721 
such removal complies with the provisions of Title 3 of the Official Code of Georgia 722 
Annotated, as amended, for purposes of home brew special events.   723 
 724 
 (c) Prior to conducting a home brew special event, the sponsor shall apply for 725 
and obtain a home brew special event permit on a form provided by the office of the 726 
Revenue Director. 727 
 728 
 (d) Home brew special events shall not be open to the general public and 729 
shall be limited to the event participants and/or individually designated judges. 730 
 731 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1216) 732 
 733 
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Chapter 5. Specific Provisions Related to Authorized Catered Event Functions. 734 
Sec. 6-1217. Licensed Alcoholic Beverage Caterers. 735 
 736 
 Licensed alcoholic beverage caterers may operate in the City of Savannah only 737 
pursuant to a license issued by the Revenue Director and pursuant to the terms and 738 
conditions specified in this Chapter.   739 
 740 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1217) 741 
 742 
Sec. 6-1218. Eligibility for Alcoholic Beverage Caterer License; Application and Fee. 743 
 744 
 (a) Any Class C licensee in possession of a current City license may apply for 745 
an off premises license, to the extent of the holder’s on-premises consumption alcoholic 746 
beverage license in effect at the time of application, to act as a licensed alcoholic 747 
beverage caterer whereby such licensee is permitted to sell or dispense alcoholic 748 
beverages, consistent with its on-premises consumption license, by the drink in 749 
connection with authorized catered functions of a limited duration, which shall be set 750 
forth in the licensing application. 751 
 752 
 (b) Any Class D licensee in possession of a current City license may apply for 753 
an-off premises license, to the extent of the holder’s package dealer alcoholic beverage 754 
license in effect at the time of application, to act as a licensed alcoholic beverage 755 
caterer whereby such licensee is permitted to sell or dispense alcoholic beverages, 756 
consistent with its retail package dealer license, by the drink in connection with 757 
authorized catered functions of a limited duration, which shall be set forth in the 758 
licensing application. 759 
 760 
 (c) The application for each such authorized catered function license shall be 761 
made upon a form provided by the City, identifying the name of the caterer, the date, 762 
address and time of the event and the licensed alcoholic beverage caterer’s license 763 
number.  The application shall be submitted with payment of a license fee as set forth in 764 
the annual revenue ordinance. 765 
 766 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1218) 767 
 768 
 769 
Chapter 6. Persons Under the Age of 21.  770 
Sec. 6-1219. Lawful Presence of Persons Under the Age of 21 on Licensed Premises. 771 
 772 
 (a) Persons under the age of 21 are permitted upon licensed premises only 773 
as follows: 774 
 775 
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  (1) In establishments where no less than 50% of the licensee’s annual  776 
   gross sales are derived from the sale of prepared food, provided;  777 
   however, that during the time the establishment is open to the  778 
   public its mode of operation remains unchanged and full menu  779 
   service is available, and further provided that persons under the  780 
   age of 21 at no time shall be permitted at or in the bar area. 781 
 782 
  (2) In establishments where less than 50% of annual gross sales are  783 
   derived from the sale of prepared foods only when live   784 
   entertainment is available, provided; however, that only persons  785 
   above the age of 18 shall be permitted upon the premises during  786 
   live performances and only following issuance of a Class I license.  787 
 788 
  (3) In event venues. 789 
 790 
  (4) In establishments possessing a valid Class D, E, G or H licenses. 791 
 792 
  (5) In recreation facilities, including, but not limited to, bowling alleys,  793 
   billiard parlors, skating facilities, golf course clubhouses and other  794 
   similar such family-oriented establishments where the majority of  795 
   the establishment’s annual gross revenue is derived from fees  796 
   obtained in the furtherance of recreational activities.  797 
 798 
  (6) In hotels, motels, inns, auditoriums, athletic facilities or stadiums. 799 
 800 
  (7) In other locations where alcohol is dispensed pursuant to a      801 
   temporary event permit. 802 
 803 
 (Ord. of __-__-201_5§ 6-1219) 804 
 805 
 806 
Chapter 7. Penalties for Violations. 807 
Sec. 6-1220. Penalties. 808 
 809 
 (a) A violation of any state statute, regulation or city ordinance regulating a 810 
person licensed thereunder and committed by the licensee or any person, directly or 811 
indirectly, employed thereby shall be punished by a fine against the licensee, license 812 
suspension or revocation, following adequate warning, notice and failure by the licensee 813 
or person employed thereby to correct the infraction within a reasonable time, as 814 
follows: 815 
 816 
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(1) First offense: Minimum fine of $500.00. 817 
 818 

(2) Second offense: If within 12 months of the first, $750.00. 819 
 820 

(3) Third offense: If within 18 months of the first, minimum fine of 821 
$1,000.00. 822 

 823 
(4) Any offense after the third: If within 24 months of the first, issuance 824 

of notice to appear to show cause why license should not be 825 
revoked. 826 

 827 
 (b) A licensee shall be notified in writing of the time, date, place and nature of 828 
the violation and the time and date when the licensee shall be afforded a hearing with 829 
an opportunity to present evidence and cross-examine opposing witnesses.  Proof of a 830 
criminal conviction for the violation shall not be required.  The burden of proof shall be 831 
by a preponderance of the evidence. 832 
 833 
 (c) When a license has been revoked, no further license shall issue under this 834 
Article to the former licensee for a period of 24 months from the date of revocation. 835 
 836 
 (d) Any person who violates this Article or any other state law, regulation or 837 
local ordinance may also be subject to citation and subpoena to the Recorders Court of 838 
Chatham County and to judicial penalties resulting therefrom. 839 
 840 
(Ord. of __-__-2015, § 6-1220) 841 


